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Governance 
Committee Organization 

1. Authority 

A. The Range and Target Activities Program Committee (Committee) Operates under the authority of 
the Middle Tennessee Council Scouting America (MTC Scouting) Camping Director (Camping 
Director) along with the Committee Chairman, (Chairman) appointed by MTC Scouting. 

B. The Chairman is charged with establishing policies, training, conducting events, committee 
functions, and promoting ALL shooting related activities for Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing, 
Sea Scouts, and NON Scouting Units within MTC Scouting. 

C. The Chairman appoints Vice Chairs and in turn select Committee Members to assist with areas of 
responsibilities. 

D. ALL Range and Target Activities will be conducted in accordance with the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) Code of Ethics, MTC Scouting policies, and Scouting America guidelines, which 
includes the following: 
1 Scouting America Guide to Safe Scouting 
2 Scouting America National Camp Accreditation Program (NCAP) “Current Camp 

Standards” during summer camp and year-round activities 
3 Scouting America Range and Target Activities Manual  
4 MTC Scouting Range Activities Standard Operation Procedures (SOP) 
5 NRA Basic Range Safety Officer Manual and NRA Code of Ethics, (received during Range 

Safety Officer and Instructor Training: NRA/RSO) 
6 Tennessee State Gun Laws: HERE 

2.. Adult Supervision 

A. Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required at all Scouting activities, 
including all meetings. There must be a registered female adult leader 21 years of age or over in 
every unit serving females. A registered female adult leader 21 years of age or over must be 
present for any activity involving female youth or female adult program participants 

B. Notwithstanding the minimum leader requirements, age and program-appropriate supervision 
must always be provided. 

https://rso.nra.org/
https://www.tn.gov/search-results.html#q=gun%20laws&firstResult=10
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C. All adults staying overnight in connection with a Scouting activity must be currently registered as 
an adult volunteer or an adult program participant.  Adult volunteers must register in the 
position(s) they are serving in. Registration as a merit badge counselor position does not meet 
this requirement. See FAQ for list of approved adult registration fee required positions. 

2. Exceptions to Policies 

A. The MTC Scouting in cooperation with the Committee has chosen to restrict some activities, 
methodologies, and or policies that are allowed by the National Rifle Association and Scouting 
America Range And Target Activities Manual. 

B. In all cases the more restrictive of these policies are to be followed. 

C. Camp Commissioners (year-round camping), Camp Directors and Program Directors (summer 
camp activities) cannot change or lesson any MTC Scouting Range Activity SOP requirements. 

D. Camp Directors, Camp Commissioners, and Program Directors (summer camp activities) only 
have the authority to make any Range Activity SOP stricter for the reason of health and/or safety. 

3. Scope and Control 

A. This document shall be the written Guidelines for ALL MTC Scouting Range Activities and/or 
training events to include Merit Badge sessions on MTC Scouting Property.   

B. Commercial and/or Private Property Ranges must be approved by the MTC Scouting and the 
Committee. 

4. Management Change 

A. The MTC Scouting Range Activities SOP shall be reviewed by the Committee and the Camping 
Director regularly to ensure that they comply with all local, state, national laws and the Scouting 
America guidelines as well as accepted best practices for all events. 

B. In the event that there is a change to Scouting America Range and Target Activities Program 
Manual, the Committee Chair shall be responsible to revise the Range Activities SOP and submit 
changes to the MTC Scouting Scout Executive for approval. 

C. Requests for changes must be submitted in writing to MTC Scouting Committee. 

 

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/yp-faqs/
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5. Merit Badge Session Directive 

1. General: 

1.  All NRA Rifle, Shotgun, Pistol, Muzzleloading Rifle Instructors, Range Safety Officers, USA 
Archery Instructors, and Rangemasters  
MUST HAVE CURRENT SCOUTING AMERICA REGISTRATION, CURRENT  
YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING AND MUST UPDATE THEIR NRA ID CARD and/or USA.  
ARCHERY CERTIFICATION ANNUALLY WITH THE MTCSA REGISTRAR AND CAMPING  
DEPARTMENT.        NO EXCEPTIONS.  
 
2.  All Certified Volunteers will submit a Merit Badge application annually along with current  
NRA/USA Archery certifications to the Council Registrar and the Camping department.  
No exceptions. 

3.  Rifle and Shotgun merit badge sessions will follow the National Scouting America Range and 
Target Activities manual Appendices 1 and 2 respectfully. 

4.  All Archery merit badge sessions will follow the USA Archery guidelines and the National Range 
And Target Activities Manual, APPENDIX 8, INSTRUCTIONAL ARCHERY EXPERIENCE. 

5.  ALL Range and Target Activity for Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing, Sea Scouts and groups 
outside of MTC Scouting Council on MTC Scouting properties must be approved by the Range and 
Target Activity Committee. 

6.  A National Camp School Range and Target Activities Program Director (Range Director) must 
be on site for ALL MTC Scouting Council level Range Activities and should not be Range Personell. 

7 Range Operations Directive 

1. General 

a.  Live fire conducted on MTC Scouting Activity Ranges are designed to provide authorized 
users access to a safe facility where they can become proficient with archery and firearms, 
and/or participate in MTC Scouting sponsored Range and Target Activity events. 

b.  All Certified Volunteers (USA Archery/NRA/Rangemasters) are required to submit all 
necessary certifications to the Activity Range Coordinator prior to all Range Activity events. 
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2. Facilities for use 

a.  Range availability and “Black-Out” dates are at the discretion of the Camping Director 
(Boxwell Reservation) and the Independent Contractor, Latimer Reservation (further identified 
as Latimer Director). The Camping Director and the Latimer Director will establish the 
operational days and times for the ranges and may close all or part of the ranges for other 
activities or safety concerns. 

3. General Rules and Safety Requirements 

The Chief Range Safety Officer (CRSO), in cooperation with MTC Scouting Committee, makes 
decisions regarding safety.  These decisions are final.  The Range Safety Officer (RSO) on duty 
handles the daily operation of the range and is responsible for all safety and handling 
practices while on the range. (See NRA Basic Range Safety Officer Course “Student Study 
Guide” Lesson III-11 concerning “GENERAL RANGE RULES”). 

1. Always keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction. 
2. Always keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot. 
3. Always keep the firearm unloaded until ready to shoot. 

a. Know your target and what is beyond. 
b. Be sure the gun is safe to operate. 
c. Know how to use the gun safely.  
d. Use only the correct ammunition for your gun. 
e. Wear eye and ear protection as appropriate. 
f. Never use alcohol or drugs before or while shooting. 
g. Know and obey the range commands. 
h. Know where others are at all times. 
I.  Shoot only at authorized targets. 
j. Do not handle a firearm or stand at the firing line where firearms are present while others 
are downrange. 
k. Stop shooting immediately upon the command of “Cease Firing”. 
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6. Authorized and Prohibited Firearms, Ammunition, Archery Bows and Arrows 

NO PERSONAL FIREARMS, AMMUNITION ,BB GUNS, and ARCHERY BOWS AND ARROWS 
ARE PERMITTED ON MTC SCOUTING PROPERTY.  ANY AND ALL FIREARMSAND/OR BOWS 
AND ARROWS NEEDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES MUST BE APPROVED BY MTC SCOUTING 
OR DESEGNEE. 

NO EXCEPTIONS 
A. Firearms and Ammunition, Archery Bows and Arrows, and BB Guns will be the property of 

MTC Scouting. NO PERSONAL EQUIPMENT ALLOWED EXCETP FOR TRAINING AND MUST BE 
APPROVED BY MTC SCOUTING. 

B. ALL Firearms, Ammunition, Archery Bows, and Arrows will meet the National requirements 
found in the Scouting America Range and Target Activity Manual. 

C. No pistol caliber larger than .22 LR rimfire (target ammunition only) is allowed on the pistol 
range.  All pistol activities must be approved by the MTC Scouting Committee. 

D. The CRSO/RSO is responsible for the Rifle “Trigger Pull” assessment.  The allowable trigger 
pull test must be between 3 to 5 pounds.  This is without exception.  (Current Scouting 
America Target and Range Activities Program Manual, Chapter 1, “Five Levels of Shooting 
Activities) 

E. Only 20-gauge shotguns are used on the shotgun range while at Boxwell Reservation.  Latimer 
Reservation allows 12 gauge and 20-gauge shotgun use. Only number #7 & 1/2 or #8 shot 
can be used. 

F. For Muzzleloading Rifle , no more than 1 grain per caliber size, of black powder or its 
substitute will be used on any Muzzleloading Rifle Range.  However, 30 grains of powder is 
sufficient at MTC Scouting Muzzleloading Rifle range live fire. 
 

7. Authorized Targets 
A.  Paper or cardboard ONLY on BB Gun, Rifle & Pistol ranges, Clay Targets on Shotgun Ranges. 
B.  Metallic targets will be approved by MTC Scouting, Chief Range Safety Officer, and the Range 

and Target Activity Committee. 
C.  No cylindrical, spherical or any objects that could shatter and/or ricochet 
D.  No exploding targets, such as Tannerite. 
E.  Scouts BSA, Venturers, and Sea Scouts are allowed to use tasteful, appropriate animal 

silhouette targets (paper or 3-D targets) for use with archery and all approved firearms.  
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Appropriate animal silhouettes include wild game species that are normally hunted.  Human 
form and zombie silhouette targets are NOT approved for use. 

F.  The center of the rifle and pistol targets must be twenty-four (24) inches off the ground to 
ensure the base of the berm absorbs the impact of the lead rounds. 

G.  Cowboy action range is approved by Scouting America National Headquarters and MTC 
Scouting as a Council activity only.  It is not allowable at Unit or District level activities. 

 
(SEE appendix 14, current Target & Range Sports Manual. (Previously, Shooting Sports) 
 
H.  Archery Targets will be the inventory of MTC Scouting property assigned ranges. 
 

8. Authorized Usage 
A. Current members of the Middle Tennessee Council Scouting America must use the Guide 

to Safe Scouting for age-appropriate Range Activities. 

NON-Scouting units/groups will adhere to the same AGE APPROPRIATE 
GUIDELINES for Range Activity.  HERE 

B.  Middle Tennessee Council camp usage agreements are to be followed. 
C. All Middle Tennessee Scouting Council Level Firearms Range Activities will have a NCS 

Certified Range Director directly supervising the event. This person cannot be the 
instructor or RSO for this event. 

D. All MTC Scouting District Level Firearms Range Activities will have a NCS Certified Range 
Director or a NRA Chief Range Safety Officer (CRSO) directly supervising the event.  This 
person cannot be the Instructor or Range Safety Officer on a range. 

E. ALL MTC Scouting Unit Level Firearms Range Activities will have a CRSO directly 
supervising the event.  This person cannot be the Instructor or Range Safety Officer on a 
range. 

F. The Council will assign a “CRSO/Range Coordinator” who has authorized access and will 
assist with issuing necessary Range Safety Equipment to the RSO in charge of specified 
range.  ALL personnel on the range will submit a copy of their current certifications to the 
Camping Department prior to any event. 

G. The MTC Scouting will assign the appropriate NRA Instructor and a NRA RSO when the unit 
does not have the necessary certified NRA personnel.  

https://www.mtcbsa.org/programguidelines
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H. All Range and Target Activity “Requests” will go through the Camping Department and 
Committee for approval. 

I. Non-Scouting America groups and organizations are to be encouraged to use the camp 
Range and Target Activities Program ranges and facilities.  All property, Range Rules, 
Policies and Procedures will apply. 

J. All participants on the Pistol and Cowboy Action Range, under the age of 21, must have the 
written shooting permission form, signed by Parent or Legal Guardian, in that shooting 
activity, supplied by MTC Scouting. 

 
9. Range Personnel (must have the following): 

a. Orange or High Visibility (Council Range & Target Activities T-Shirt) Hat and/or Vest. 
b. Current Scouting America Registration and Youth Protection Training (YPT) 
c. NRA ID Card and/or USA Archery Certification on file with the Council Registrar and Camping 

Dept. 
d. Range Bag consisting of  
1-Scouting America Medical Form Parts A & B 
2-Eye Protection w/side shields and Ear Protection 
3-Current USA Archery Certification and/or NRA Identification Card. 
4-Personal First Aid Kit is optional 

 
There are two main aspects of Range and Target Activities supervision: 

 
1. Range Management – Those individuals who oversee range safety and overseeing the shooting 

stations and participants. These people are responsible for following the approved Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP) for the range and overall range supervision.  

 
2. Range Instruction – Those individuals whose primary concern is instruction in the type of 

shooting, referred to as a shooting discipline. This person is responsible for training in the 
proper use of and care for the equipment being used. This person may instruct BSA 
advancement or recognition pieces. Their main responsibility is to instruct and foster 
competency in the participant. This person is the instructor. 
 

B. NRA Instructor  
1. NRA instructor must be twenty-one years of age or older, have a current NRA instructor rating 

in the specific shooting sports program for which supervision and instruction is required.  For 
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example, Shotgun Instructor for the Shotgun Range, Muzzleloading Rifle Instructor for the 
Muzzleloading Rifle Range, etc.  The BSA National Camping School shooting sports director 
(with current UP TO DATE certification) can be the NRA Instructor, provided they carry the 
certification for that specific discipline.  ALL NRA Rifle Instructors are authorized to supervise  

2. The NRA Instructor is required, annually, to personally update ALL necessary Certifications 
with the Council Registrar and the Camping Department. 

3. A currently certified NRA rifle instructor is qualified to serve as a BB/Slingshot Rangemaster 
only if that person is familiar with the program policies and delivery of the Scouting America 
program they will oversee.  
 

C. USA Archery Instructor 
1. The USA Archery Instructor is responsible for ALL “OPEN” range activities and for ALL 

“INSTRUCTIONAL” range activities which includes Merit badge Sessions. 
2. Is responsible for set-up and the safe operation for “Sporting Arrows” activities. 
3. A currently certified USA Archery Level 1 instructor or higher may serve as the Archery 

Rangemaster for archery activities. 
 

D. Archery Director 
1. 18 years of age (Summer Camp Only) or older who is trained by a National Camping School 

Range and Target Activities Program Director or by a USA Archery Level 1, or higher, Instructor, 
(Archery Rangemaster certificate No. 33767-CS-31) 

2. Responsibilities include the setup and operation of a safe archery range for Cub Scout, Scouts 
BSA, Venturing or Sea Scouting programs, Archery merit badge instruction, and management 
of an archery staff at camp. 

E. Rangemaster 
1. BB Gun / Slingshot Rangemaster Training Course Certificate No. 33767 CS-32. 
2. Eighteen years of age or older and trained by a National Camping School Range Activities 

Director or National Rifle Association Rifle Instructor. 
3. Responsible for setting up and operating a safe BB Gun range for a Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, 

Venturing or Sea Scouting archery program according to the MTCSA SOP, Scouting America 
NCAP Standards, and the Range & Target Activities Manual. Archery and BB Guns APPENDIX 5.  

4. Oversees the firing line at any time it is in operation. 
5. BB Gun Rangemaster training must be renewed every two years, and this person must have a 

current Training Course Certificate, No. 33767. 
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6. A currently certified NRA rifle instructor is qualified to serve as a BB/slingshot rangemaster 
only if that person is familiar with the program policies and delivery of the Scouting America 
program they will oversee 

7. Archery Rangemaster Training Course Certificate No. 33767-CS-31. 

8. Eighteen years of age or older and trained by a National Camping School Range Activities 
Director or USA Archery Level 1 Archery Instructor. 

9. Responsible for setting up and operating a safe Archery range for a Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, 
Venturing or Sea Scouting archery program according to the MTCSA SOP, Scouting America 
NCAP Standards, and the Range & Target Activities Manual.  

Archery and BB Guns APPENDIX 5. 

10. Oversees the firing line at any time it is in operation. 

11. Archery Rangemaster training must be renewed every two years, and this person must have a 
current Training Course Certificate, No. 33767 

12. A currently certified USA Archery Level I Instructor, or higher, may serve as the Archery 
Rangemaster for archery activities only if that person is familiar with the program policies 
and delivery of the Scouting America program they will oversee. 

F. Range and Target Activities Program Counselors and Aids Rifle, Shotgun, Archery Ranges and Cub 
Scout Ranges. 
1. Sixteen years of age , but not yet 18 for archery ranges and 21 for firearms ranges and trained 

within the NRA and/or USA Archery training programs, and under direct supervision by the 
National Camping School (NCS) Range and Target Activities Program Director or NRA Training 
Counselor/USA Archery Level II, or higher, Instructor. 

2. Under on-site supervision of a NRA Chief Range Safety Officer (CRSO) may exercise crowd 
control, serve as a training assistant, for specified topics assigned by the NRA Range Safety 
Officer, move and maintain equipment, and act as a coach in a student coach/pupil setting. 

3. All Counselors and Aids must be approved by the MTCSA and the Committee or Camping 
Director. 

 
10. Other Range and Target Activities for All Program Levels  

The Middle Tennessee Council Scouting America Range and Target Activities Programs includes 
slingshots, tomahawks, catapults, balloon launchers, rockets, and other creative devices. These 
items are fun and, in most cases, seem harmless. However, any type of range and target activity 
can be dangerous, and if safety precautions are not taken, accidents can happen easily. Great 
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care should be taken that safety is the key factor for any activity where items are shot through the 
air.  The above listed activities must be approved by the Range and Target Activity Program 
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Range and Target Activities Program activities must be approved by MTC Scouting 
and MUST follow ALL applicable guidelines from the Scouting America Range and Target 
Activities manual. Section VI, Chapter 10: OTHER RANGE AND TARGET ACTIVITIES FOR ALL 
PROGRAM LEVELS, and CURRENT NCAP STANDARDS. 

Leadership for these activities must hold a current certification from one of the following: 

1-Scouting America Rangemaster (Archer/BB Gun & Slingshot Director) (certificate No. 
33767-CS-31 and/or CS-32). 

2-USA Archery Instructor (any level). 

3-National Rifle Association Certified Instructor (any discipline) and/or Range Safety Officer. 

4-ALL certifications must be on file and updated annually with the Council Registrar and 
Camping Department. 

A. Before starting any range and target activity adults are expected to follow the SAFE checklist 
(National Range And Target Activities Manual, page 2) and all activities must fit within the age-
appropriate guidelines of Scouting America. 

B. ALL range and target activities must be approved by the council Camping Department. 
 
 
 
 



Middle Tennessee Council, Scouting 
CUB SCOUT 

Standard Operating Procedures 
Range And Target Activities Program 

13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Middle Tennessee Council Scouting America Range and Target Activities Committee and 
the Professional Staff request your utmost cooperation while conducting Range and Target Activities and 
Programs while on Council Property.  This will be accomplished by following the Scout Oath and Scout 
Law.  Noncompliance of the guidance set forth in the Range Standard Operating Procedures could result 
in loss of future Range privileges.  Furthermore, failure to follow established NRA Trainer Ethics, Policies 
and Procedures could result in the loss of your NRA credentials.  For those who do not possess the 
Knowledge, Skills, and Attitude necessary to conduct responsible and safe Range Activities will be 
evaluated under the three “R’s” policy.  Retrain, Redirect, and Reject, specified in the NRA Training 
Counselor Guidebook for NRA Instructors, Section C, Effective Evaluation. 
 
 

Robert Campbell 
Middle Tennessee Council 

Scouting America 
Scout Executive 

 
_____________________ 

DATE 
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Appendix #1 

Appendix 1 
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Appendix #3 

BB Gun / Slingshot & Archery Range Supervision 
BB Gun/Slingshot: 

4. Range Supervision 
Non-scout groups/units, and organizations are to be encouraged to use the camp range and 
target facilities.  Air Rifles are only allowed at Long-Term Council Camps.  BB Guns are also 
authorized for Council and District Events.  Unit BB Gun and Archery Programs are not 
authorized at Unit level.  All Cub Scout Range and Target Activities will be approved by the 
Middle Tennessee Council Range and Target Activity Program Committee.  Property rules, 
range rules, permission forms, policies and procedures will apply. 

 
A. BB Gun/Slingshot Range: 

All BB Gun programs and range requirements will refer to Section V of the current Scouting 
America National Range and Target Activities Program Manual for information on Cub Scout BB 
Gun Range and Target Activities, Chapter 1: QUALIFIED SUPERVISION-ROLLS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES, Range Activities Director / Range and Target Activities Program Counselors 
and Aides / Scouting America BB Gun/Slingshot Rangemaster and the “Reference Charts” pages 
11-15. 
 
1 A current certified Scouting America “Rangemaster” 21 years and older, is to directly 

supervise all live fire on the range. 
2 Rangemasters under 21 years of age must be approved by the Middle Tennessee Council. 
3 BB Gun Ranges should NOT exceed 8 participants. Slingshot Ranges will NOT exceed 8 

participants. 
 
Ratio: BB Gun Range: ONE Rangemaster for 8 participants (Ranges should not have 

more than 8 participants) 
 ONE additional Rangemaster for 1 to 4 additional participants, total 12. but not to 

exceed 16 participants. 
TWO Rangemasters for 8-12 participants. 
THREE Rangemasters for 13-16 participants. 
Ranges will NOT exceed 16 participants. 
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B. Archery Range 
All Archery programs and range requirements will refer to Section V of the current Scouting 
America National Range and Target Activities Program Manual for information on Cub Scout 
Archery Range and Target Activities, Chapter 1: QUALIFIED SUPERVISION-ROLLS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES, Range Activities Director / Range and Target Activities Program Counselors 
and Aides / Scouting America Archery Rangemaster and the “Reference Charts” pages 11-15. 
 
1 Current certified Scouting America “Rangemaster” 21 years and older, is to directly 

supervise all live fire on the range. 
2 Rangemasters under 21 years of age must be approved by the Middle Tennessee Council. 
3 A “Barrier” approximately knee high is to be used at the “Fireing Line” on ALL Cub Scour 

Archery Ranges. 
4 Whistle Commands will be integrated with vocal range commands. 

 
Ratio: ONE Rangemaster for 8 participants (Ranges should not have more than 8 

participants) 
 ONE additional Rangemaster for 1 to 4 additional participants, total 12. but not to 

exceed 16 participants.  
TWO Rangemasters for 8-12 shooters. 
THREE Rangemasters for 13-16 shooters 
Ranges will NOT exceed 16 shooters. 
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Appendix #4 
(APPENDIX 19 - CUB SCOUT RANGE AND TARGET ACTIVITIES ADVENTURE LESSON PLANS) 

(2026 Range and Target Activity Manual) 
 
A Guide to the Cub Scout Range and Target Activities Adventures for Unit Leaders, Councils, Districts, and Range Masters PREFACE 
Cub Scout range and target activities programs may be conducted only on a district or council level. Archery, BB gun 
shooting, and slingshot shooting are restricted to day camps, Cub Scout/Webelos Scout resident camps, council-
managed family camping programs, or council activities where there are properly trained supervisors and where all 
standards for Scouting America range and target activities are enforced. All shooting ranges in the Cub Scout 
program must be supervised by a qualified Rangemaster who is at least 18 years of age and meets the minimum 
requirements. See specific qualifications and training requirements for Cub Scout Range and Target Activities 
Rangemasters in the Scouting America Range and Target Activities Manual, No. 430-938. 
 
USING THIS GUIDE 
 
1-Archery, BB gun shooting, and slingshot shooting are not approved unit activities.  
2=The use of pellet air rifles is restricted to Webelos Scouts and Arrow of Light Scouts in a Boy Scouts of America 
resident camp setting only. 
3-Kindergarten‒age youth in the Lion program may participate in Cub Scout archery or slingshot activities. 
 

Airsoft guns are not approved for use in the Cub Scout range and target activities program. 
 

All local, state, and federal laws for BB guns, archery, and slingshot shooting must be followed. 
 
This Cub Scout Range and Target Activities Guide is intended to assist leaders in helping their Cub Scouts earn the 
shooting sports awards. It is not a substitute for authorized Rangemaster training or for the safety procedures called 
out in the Scouting America Range & Target Activities Manual, No. 430-938, which is the reference for any range and 
target activities in Scouting America. All volunteers participating in official Scouting activities should become familiar 
with the Guide to Safe Scouting. The Guide to Safe Scouting may be found online at scouting.org/scoutsource/ 
HealthandSafety/GSS. 
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